
The Butterfly Effect
at the 9th World Water Forum in
Dakar - Report

The 9th World Water Forum (WWF) ended on March 25, 2022

On the occasion of this major event of the water sector, the coalition of NGOs and CSOs

for water - the Butterfly Effect – were mobilized through its members to support the

involvement and active participation of civil society both in the preparatory process and at

the World Water Forum. 

Here are some of the highlights of this mobilization

Since March 2021, the Butterfly Effect coalition

has coordinated an advocacy process resulting

in a policy position paper. 

This civil society call is directly addressed to

states and includes 5 major demands for

positive and ambitious changes in the water

sector: 

Making the voice of civil society heard at the WWF

Key facts

Continents online workshops 
7

+ 200
civil society

representatives mobilized 

5 

5 
political

demands 
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March 30, 2022

1 - Stronger political will

2 - Strengthened water governance

3 - Actively involved citizens and
civil society
4 - Strong and transparent
financial commitments
5 - A renewed multilateral framework



Our messages were developed through a consultation of network members and 7 online

workshops coordinated by regional water civil society networks, the detailed results of which

are compiled in a synthesis. 

These messages were presented during the Forum and delivered to several strategic actors

including AMCOW, the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Senegalese Ministry of

Hydraulics, the UN Special Rapporteur for the Human Rights to Water and Sanitation. 

The messages were also presented during a pitch on the Espace France stand as well as in a

high-level panel on "Partnerships for SDG 6", led by the Spanish Government.

"Water Summit: civil society pleads for a global political leap forward",
Jeune Afrique

They are talking about us! 

"Butterfly Effect Coalition: calls for a global response to the
water crisis", News-Afrique

"Organizaciones mexicanas asisten al Foro Mundial del Agua",
Asteria Noticias

https://www.sie-see.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Synthesis-ENG-BE-consultation2.pdf
https://www.sie-see.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Synthesis-ENG-BE-consultation2.pdf
http://www.effetpapillon.org/public/media/files/prod/bloc_fichiers/60/ENG-Synthesis-of-the-workshops_1.pdf
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/1332560/politique/sommet-de-leau-850-organisations-de-la-societe-civile-plaident-pour-un-sursaut-politique-mondial/
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/1332560/politique/sommet-de-leau-850-organisations-de-la-societe-civile-plaident-pour-un-sursaut-politique-mondial/
https://news-afrique.net/coalition-de-leffet-papillon-lance-appel-pour-un-sursaut-mondial-face-a-la-crise-de-leau/
https://news-afrique.net/coalition-de-leffet-papillon-lance-appel-pour-un-sursaut-mondial-face-a-la-crise-de-leau/
https://asterianoticias.com/organizaciones-mexicanas-asisten-al-foro-mundial-del-agua/


Mobilizing and making visible the international civil society during the WWF

The Butterfly Effect's mission was to facilitate the participation of civil society

representatives who were far away from the Forum's processes due to geographical or

financial obstacles. The Butterfly Effect facilitated the participation of 4 civil society

representatives from Latin America and South Asia, two regions where civil society was

relatively poorly represented in the preparatory processes of the Forum.

During the WWF, the members of the Butterfly Effect were involved in many debate and

working platforms, thus strengthening the involvement and visibility of civil society at all

levels. 

The coalition was present as a panelist in several regular sessions (2A1, 4B4, 2A3...) as

well as in high level panels and side events organized on different country stands.

Similarly, the Butterfly Effect facilitated the organization of several events aimed at

strengthening citizen advocacy in preparation for the UN Water Conference in 2023. 

Two workshops organized in the Youth Space of the Forum have strengthened the links

between civil society and youth organizations - an integral part of civil society - in

order to identify common synergies in their advocacy and to exchange on joint modes of

action.
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This World Water Forum provided a valuable

framework for a significant mobilization of the

network and its members and laid the

groundwork for advocacy work that will

continue in the coming months, particularly in

view of the United Nations Water Conference in

2023. 

The Butterfly Effect has been strengthened by

increased cooperation between the

organizations of its steering committee and the

involvement of new members and avenues of

action have been explored to strengthen the

joint work of influence with other civil

society actors in the water sector, especially

youth, but also other sectors (private,

academic, etc.). 

The strong mobilization of the network

members during the Forum provided a

remarkable platform for the dissemination of

our messages and the visibility of the

Butterfly Effect was strengthened at the

international level.

To join us and follow us:

butterflyeffectcoalition@gmail.com

@ButterflyEffectNgoCoalition @BEffectCoal

www.effetpapillon.org

Subscribe to our Newsletter

The views expressed herein do not represent the official views of the funding agencies..

However, although the World Water Forum is still

the largest gathering of the various stakeholders

in the water sector, it lacks a strong political

component, whereas the global water crisis can

only be solved through actions and decisions

shared at all levels, especially institutional.

In March 2023, the first water conference

organized within the UN in nearly 30 years will be

held. The international civil society of the

water sector must be present in order to

demand strong commitments from the States

and the international community to face the

global water crisis. 

The Butterfly Effect will therefore continue its

mobilization through its members and will

continue to develop its messages in line with the

preparatory process of the UN conference.

Useful resources

► Positioning paper of the Butterfly Effect

► World Water Day Press Release

► Dakar Declaration
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https://www.facebook.com/ButterflyEffectNgoCoalition
https://twitter.com/BEffectCoal
http://www.effetpapillon.org/public/media/files/prod/bloc_fichiers/60/FRA-Effet-Papillon-document-de-positionnement-FME-Mars-2022_1.pdf
http://www.effetpapillon.org/public/media/files/prod/bloc_fichiers/80/Butterfly-Effect-Policy-paper-WWForum-March-2022.pdf
http://www.effetpapillon.org/public/media/files/prod/bloc_fichiers/60/FRA-Effet-Papillon-document-de-positionnement-FME-Mars-2022_1.pdf
http://www.effetpapillon.org/public/media/files/prod/bloc_fichiers/60/ENG-PRESS-RELEASE.pdf
https://www.worldwaterforum.org/en/practical-information/dakar-declaration
https://www.worldwaterforum.org/en/practical-information/dakar-declaration
https://www.worldwaterforum.org/en/practical-information/dakar-declaration

